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Dear X 

Welcome!  

It’s been a very exciting start to Caple Banks Ltd. We must begin our first newsletter by extending our 

thanks to all of our clients who have made the transition to the new business possible. Launching a 

new business in the midst of economic uncertainty has had its challenges, but our desire to deliver a 

first class service to both our existing and new clients has never faltered and we could not have asked 

for a more enjoyable start to the year. We are now well settled in our new offices, just off junction 19 

of the M5 and you are more than welcome to drop in for a coffee if you are passing in our direction.  

One of the most exciting additions to our service has been the offering of ‘client accounts’ to all of 

our investors. By now you should have received your user name and passwords to give you access to 

your online accounts. Over the coming months, you will begin to see additional ways in which these 

client accounts can help us to deliver information to you in a speedy and secure way.  We anticipate 

that many more financial advisors will look to offer similar services in the future. In the meantime, we 

are proud to be amongst the first to increase the transparency and access you have to your own 

investment information and we will continue to innovate to improve the service that you receive. 

Our first centenarian!  

It has long been accepted that improvements in medicine, lifestyle and an understanding of the effects 

which habits such as smoking can have on our health means life expectancy is increasing. Future 

generations will enjoy much longer and healthier lives on average than their predecessors. We were 

pleased to witness this first hand earlier this year, as one of our clients celebrated their 100
th
 birthday.  

Figures released in April 2011 by the Department of Work & Pensions (DWP) suggest, of the under 

16s already alive today, over a quarter are going to reach the age of 100 and already, the average new-

born female is going to live to over 90. As Steve Webb, Minister for Pensions, commented at the 

time, this means that millions of people will spend over a third of their life in retirement! However, 

the DWP were quick to point out, this news also coincides with a period during which pension 

savings are in serious decline.  

We are well aware that for many of you, retirement is a time to enjoy spending more time with your 

loved ones and making the most of your free time. It also presents a worry, especially at the current 

time with annuity rates and interest rates at historic lows. Our ongoing review service is enhancing the 

way in which we can provide additional peace of mind to ensure that your retirement funds work as 

hard as possible for you, whilst also making sure that the way in which you withdraw your income is 

planned tax efficiently. For those of you who have already signed up to this service, you will shortly 

be in receipt of your quarterly update and investment review.  

For those who are working towards retirement, our ageing population is putting our welfare system 

under significant pressure as more people need not only pension income but also healthcare, 

incapacity support and help within the home. It is looking increasingly likely that in the future any 

State Pension will merely provide a safety cushion when the time comes to retire. We continue to 

encourage people to save and plan for their future, even small sums invested regularly can soon add 

up to a significant amount over time. With significant changes to pension rules in recent months, this 

is an area where we would encourage you to continue to seek our advice, as tax planning 

opportunities, applied correctly, can add real value to your retirement plans over time.  



We hope that our first centenarian celebration will be the first of many for our clients, as we work 

with you to plan for as comfortable a retirement as possible.  

Economic Update 

In recent weeks a number of you have asked our views regarding how recent events may affect the 

global recovery. There is no doubt that we continue to live in unstable times. The devastating 

Tsunami in Japan, coupled with increasing unrest across the Middle East has had an impact on global 

equities. However, the impact to date has been less severe than many anticipated and the general 

consensus remains that the global recovery remains on track.  

We keep a keen eye on worldwide market performance and commission a number of different third 

party reports on economic outlooks and performance to help shape the way in which we recommend 

you invest your monies. Perhaps now more than ever, the old adage ‘don’t put all your eggs in one 

basket’ holds true. The way in which we spread the risk of your investments into different asset 

classes helps us to ensure that your overall exposure to any one area is minimised. This approach, 

broadly known as ‘asset allocation’ is key to the way in which we drive investment performance for 

you and acts as a cornerstone in helping us to ensure that the risk of any investments we arrange on 

your behalf sits within your personal risk profile.  

Whilst we cannot forecast the impact of world events on the future performance of investments, we 

can continue to endeavour to ensure you hold a broad set of investments, helping you to benefit from 

the high growth we continue to see in certain emerging markets such as Brazil and China, whilst also 

providing access to more secure investments in the UK and the US.  

Fostering a network 

We are pleased to feature in this section of our newsletter a selection of the individuals from whom 

we have had first class service, with a view to encouraging reciprocal business within our growing 

network of clients. We are also pleased to highlight the work of one individual who is working hard to 

raise money for a charity close to his heart.  

For anyone who enjoys a sweet treat, we would encourage you to check out the website of Beautiful 

Bakes, www.beautiful-bakes.co.uk . Emma’s bespoke cakes and cupcakes have helped celebrate a 

number of Caple Banks events over recent months, including the 100
th
 birthday we mentioned earlier.  

We would also like to single out our Company Accountants, Roger Oaten for providing excellent 

service and support to both ourselves and a number of growing businesses in and around the Bristol 

area. Working on a fixed fee basis, the team are friendly and approachable. For any of you seeking 

cost effective tax advice at this time, or help in preparing annual returns, Roger Oaten’s can be 

contacted on 01179 734055 or visit their website www.rogeroaten.co.uk. 

We have been touched by the work Matthew Winddup is undertaking to raise money for the Smanath 

Dickinson Brain Tumour Trust.  Matthew sadly lost his brother Ian to a brain tumour when Ian was 

only 32 and he is keen to raise the profile of the charity that has helped Ian and his family through this 

very difficult time. He is now undertaking a momentous A-Z marathon journey, which will take him 

across the world to raise funds. Kevin was pleased to lend his support on the ‘E’ stretch of the journey 

on the gruelling Exmoor Trail coastal marathon and we are also proudly sponsoring each run. If you 

would like to follow this adventure or even contribute to the cause please check out Matt’s website: 

http://myepicalphabetmarathons.blogspot.com  

We would also welcome any recommendations you may have for us. If you have any family members 

or friends who you think may benefit from our advice, please put them in touch. As an added 

incentive and by way of saying thank you for these recommendations, we will provide £25 worth of 

http://myepicalphabetmarathons.blogspot.com/


John Lewis vouchers if any of these individuals subsequently become clients. Please also let us know 

if you’d like to be featured in our future newsletters.  

New tax year, new tax opportunities! 

Finally, as the end of the tax year brought a mad dash for end of year tax planning, we were reminded 

how easy it is for people to leave their tax planning to 4
th
 April, limiting their options for keeping 

hard-earned cash out of the taxman’s clutches. We are encouraging you all to make this new tax year 

the year you take control and plan ahead to make sure you make the right choices. 

 

Each tax year, there are a number of issues worth fresh consideration: 

 

 Use your allowances. You get a tax-free allowance for both income and capital gains which we 

can ensure you use as efficiently as possible.  

 

 Maximise your pension contributions. The latest regulations mean you can now get tax relief on 

pensions contributions of up to 100% of your salary each year (subject to annual and lifetime 

limits). How can you maximise your contributions – and select the right pension or investments – 

to build towards that secure retirement? 

 

 Consider tax advantageous investments. Your annual ISA allowance is especially valuable to help 

shelter your investments from further income and capital gains tax. Investment is also flexible, 

allowing access to a range of options - from the secure building society accounts right through to 

higher risk equity options. Early consideration of these options can help you make more of this 

year’s opportunities and shelter as much as your money as possible in tax efficient environments.   

 

 Plan your inheritance. Following the Government’s announcement back in 2007, the IHT 

allowances have increased for married couples and civil partners. Is it time to take a closer look at 

the value of your estate? 

 

If any of these areas are of particular concern at the current time, or you would like to find out more, 

then please do not hesitate to get in touch.  

 

In future newsletters we will go into more detail on how some of the valuable tax allowances can help 

you to maximise your savings and investments, as well as featuring updates we think will be of 

interest on key economic areas such as house prices and interest rates.  

 

We are always open to suggestions and we’d like to make sure our updates remain as relevant and 

interesting to our clients as possible. If there’s anything you’d particularly like to see featured in 

future newsletters, please let us know. Similarly if you have any feedback for us whilst we continue to 

develop the business please get in touch.  

 

With best wishes, 

 

 

 

Jody Banks      Kevin Caple.  


